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at a reception to the diplomatic corps. There were 3,328 guests. I wore a white gown brocaded in silver with long white tulle drapery, then known as "angel sleeves". It was thrilling, the first time, to greet all the Cabinet in the Oval Room upstairs and then with the President precede them down the long stairway, with the naval and military aides forming an escort, the Marine Band playing "Hail to the Chief", and the waiting mass of guests bowing a welcome as we passed into the Blue Room.
On January nth came the first State dinner to the Cabinet; then on January I4th the Vice President and Mrs. Marshall gave a dinner for us at the Willard Hotel. It was a lovely affair. The days in between were crowded with duties and pleasures. Almost every afternoon I would receive different Ambassadors and Ministers with their wives who had written for appointments to call. It seemed a little more of a courtesy to them and the countries they represented to receive them severally rather than in groups; so my secretary and I worked out a plan to ask them thirty minutes apart, for a perfectly informal cup of tea before an open fire in the Red Room. We would begin at four for die first; four-thirty for the second, and so on at half-hour intervals until six, leaving time between to have die tea table rearranged. Often the butler would be waiting with fresh cups and plates to rush right in if we overlapped our time. We always tried to find out beforehand a little of the background of the guests. When they were recently arrived and did not speak English with ease, I would try to make the interview as brief as seemed courteous to relieve them of any embarrassment. By these little informal tea parties a bond was established which became personal, as well as official, and instead of there being only a matter of routine we really enjoyed these varying and interesting contacts.
The next big event of the social season was a great ball given for us by the Pan-American Union in its beautiful building. It was a very gracious courtesy from one America